Twitching curtains in suburbia
Does survelllance limit disorder?

Safety and Walking Study

Sarah Foster
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Overall project aim

To Iinvestigate the relationship between urban design
factors related to percelved safety and walking in the
local neighbourhood
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Presentation overview

RESIDE project
Background
Street audit tool and methods

Differences between Liveable, [
nybrid & conventional estates

Differences between
survelllance, territoriality &
disorder

So what?

f -

W N THE UNIVERSITY OF C_BEH
700 WESTERN AUSTRALIA Centre for the Built Environment §




RESIDE Project

5 Year longitudinal study

Aims to evaluate the impact of neighbourhood

design on health INED
— Walking
— Cycling

— Use of public transport

— Sense of community (ﬁg

Evaluate Liveable Neighbourhoods

design guidelines
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Liveable neighbourhoods @

Mixed density

Mixed use

Pedestrian & car friendly
Access to public transport

Sense of community

INTRODUCING

Liveable Neighbourhoods

ainable Cities Initiative

A Western Australian Government Sust

FOR TESTING AND REVIEW

TUNE 2000
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Liveable neighbourhoods ()

“...Enhance personal safety and
perceptions of safety and
minimise potential for crime,
vandalism and fear by providing
for streets and urban spaces to
be fronted and overlooked by
nousing and actively used
facilities...” (Liveable Neighbourhoods, 1998, p.19)
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Survelllance

The possibility of observation can...

Increase perceptions of safety & deter potential offenders
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Territoriality

Real or symbolic barriers that differentiate private from
public space
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Physical disorder

Physical ‘incivilities’ - litter, graffiti,
vandalism

Suggest the neighbourhood is In
decline & community deteriorating
Incivilities associated with:

Incidence of crime

perceived crime

fear of crime

Physical activity overweight
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Audit tool development

Literature review

Manual checklist: Compile items

Easy to manage _
Circulate to expert panel

Simple to use In the field

Requires limited resources Pre-pilot & revise

Inter-rater reliability

Finalise methodology

Audit segments
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Checklist themes
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Survelllance
Incivilities
Territoriality
Amenities
Urban design
Traffic



Residential streets

Corresponded to RESIDE participants addresses

Segment: the section of street between 2 intersections
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Home patch

“As far as residents and possibly criminals are
concerned, crime and fear related environmental cues
on the block, as opposed to the neighbourhood, may
be the most important, especially in the case of
territorial markers” eerwins, 1902 p.22)
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Study estates

New suburban developments — urban fringe

Classified as liveable, hybrid & conventional estates
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Results

Differences between:

Liveable, hybrid & conventional estates

Segments with better surveillance or territoriality & disorder
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Footpaths
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Footpaths
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Street lighting
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Street lighting
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Garages
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Low front walls
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Visible security
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Visible security
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Garden & lawn maintenance
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Garden & lawn maintenance

“As e llve dn o new nelgrnoolrmnood
mo;r Qf (ne residents are very consclols
i L Lawyns and gearderns
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Estates & graffiti
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Estates & graffitl
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Estates & disorder
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Estates & disorder
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So what?

Data highlights significant differences between liveable, hybrid
and conventional estates

Adds evidence to what was originally a fairly intuitive policy
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So what?

Confirms associations between house features that promote
surveillance and territoriality with less neighbourhood disorder -
even in very new estates

Has implications for development of new suburbs; as well as
retro-fitting older neighbourhoods
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Contact detalls

Results are in the process of being published. If you would
like more information on the study findings, please contact
Sarah Foster:

Email: sfoster@sph.uwa.edu.au

Phone: 08 6488 8730
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