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Survival: Implementing Tomorrow’s City. 
 
 
‘Sedimentary City’: Abstract 
 
Sedimentary City presents a process for spatial and temporal review of the city and speculates on alternative 
futures. 
 
‘Envisioning One’ 
The project begins with a snapshot survey of the contemporary city layer, followed by a sequence of future 
layers that incorporate interpretations of current forecasts and proposed developments.  Culminating in a 
meditation on the intensification of these future city layers is the creative work titled ‘Envisioning One’. 
 
‘Envisioning Two’ 
The project continues with a switch from future city layers to the past for a temporal review of the city 
beginning with the first surveyed layers of Sedimentary City. Imagining from the remnants and lacunae within 
these deep city layers is the creative work titled ‘Envisioning Two’. 
 
‘Envisioning Three’ 
Next, the project looks to the future with a reiteration of ‘Envisioning One’ and with a warning that it may be 
the map of tomorrow’s city. 
By contrast, the palimpsest map, of the First City layer of ‘Envisioning Two’, is introduced.  This palimpsest is 
laid-over the map of the contemporary city in search of lost or hidden qualities.  Significant qualities and 
elements from the past are drawn forward into the contemporary city.  Processes of overlay and erasure 
contribute to the construction of the creative work titled ‘Envisioning Three’ that is constructed from merging 
past and contemporary layers with forecasts of anticipated futures.  
 
 
‘Sedimentary City’: Introduction 
 
Italo Calvino’s “Invisible Cities” are, each one of them, named and distinctly characterized.   
Although separately imagined and vividly contrasting, Calvino’s many cities co-exist and are revealed to be 
simultaneously present and spatially layered or interwoven within the one city.   
Implied is the concept that one city can be imagined to consist of many cities - as fragments caught by x-ray 
vision - that are made invisible when conflated and perceived unified.   
Conceiving, naming and characterizing and ‘invisible city’ - through imagination, via an art form - invites the 
realms of memory and transformation to the project of implementing tomorrow’s city.   
 
Where Calvino’s ‘Invisible Cities’ may simultaneously co-exist in spatial layers, the cities, described (and 
implied) in Peter Myer’s The Third City, can be known as separate cities, each complete at any one time, yet all 
imagined to co-exist in temporal layers stitched together by enduring fragments in the way of an archeology.   
 
Myer begins with ‘what if our present historical city was not the first urban structure to occupy the coastal 
region from Port Stephens to Kiama?” (Myers, 80-85) 
In his search Myer constructs the primordial First City’s hypothetical history through contemporary remains 
yielding clues to the existence of vast, prehistoric monuments once found around Sydney Harbour.  
Like these, and other city projects (such as those by Noble, O’Brien), Sedimentary City seeks to learn, 
understand and to recognize the city. 
 
This project also has its roots in the work of French contextualist, Antoine Grumbach, co-founder of the 
Laboratory of Urban Form in Paris and who coined the term ‘La Ville Sedimentaire’, illustrated in the 1970s 
‘Roma Interrotta’ project.  (A.D., 1979) 
 
The process of Sedimentary City, involves a looking-back to look forward (and, looking forward to look back), 
in order to view the city as consisting of many cities - coexisting in both spatial and temporal contexts – and to 
inform the making of the future city.  It is fairly self evident that the contemporary city has a spatial dimension 
and also that within it we see something of the past and already see something of the future. 
 
The Sedimentary City project offers a process, not only for analysis and critique of the city but also one that 
invites the envisioning of alternative futures and in so doing looks to find a balance, order and continuity 
between the nature of the first city and the built environment of the contemporary city to re-interpret it into a 
vision for the survival of the future city.   



 
Our visual presentation at the conference will outline a process towards constructing maps of three envisioned 
cities through forms of deconstruction and analysis and conjecture beginning with an aerial view of the 
contemporary city.   
 
In this text we summarize only key aspects of the visual presentation intended for the conference, in it we 
outline the Sedimentary City process by description and example revealing the framework of an ongoing 
project towards understanding the nature of the cities of tomorrow. 
 
The process of Sedimentary City can be adopted for various cities, and urban elements, but in this project we 
are in search of the natural environment of the city of Brisbane.  This project asks: “Where is the Sub-Tropical 
City of tomorrow?” 
 
 
 ‘Sedimentary City: Envisioning One’  
 
The process of constructing the first envisioned city map begins with an aerial view and a focused frame of the 
contemporary subtropical city of Brisbane. (See Fig.1) 
 
In order to identify the subtropical city we overlay the aerial view with the experience from ground level which 
gives another perspective of the lay of the land where, from here, tree-clad ranges, ridges, hills and gullies fold 
towards the river and trees stamp their “greenness” onto each vista and into the Subtropical City’s core – its 
very identity.  
 
The Sedimentary City process also uses the observations, perceptions and representations of others to map 
the identity of the city- the scientists, poets and other artists in our community who define this city in terms of 
its memorable landscape – views of its hills, ridges, and mountains, the greenness of its trees and the snaky 
meander of its river. (Fuller, 2007) 
 
David Malouf recalling experiences of the place of his childhood home writes:  
 

“The first thing you notice about this city is the unevenness of the ground.  Brisbane is hilly.  Walk two hundred 
metres in any direction outside the central city (which has been levelled) and you get a view – a new view.  It is 
all gullies and sudden vistas”…”The key colour is green, and of a particular density: the green of mangroves 
along the riverbanks, of Moreton Bay figs, of the big trees that are natives of this corner of Queensland, the 
shapely hoop-pines and bunyas that still dominate the skyline along every ridge.  … “So much then for the lay of 
the land: now for that other distinctive feature of the city, its river.  Winding back and forth across Brisbane in a 
classic meander, making pockets and elbows with high cliffs on one side and mud flats on the other, the River is 
inescapable.  It cuts in and out of every suburb, can be seen from every hill.” …”I know of no other city like it.” 
(Malouf,1990) 
 

Here, the poet claims that, identifying with the landscape qualities of the place we inhabit reaches to the very 
core of belonging and remembering.   
In the Subtropical City, the survival of its identity, as such, is dependent on the survival of the extent and the 
continuity of its landscape – its hills, its trees its river and its greenness.  
 
The Brisbane City Council’s draft Urban Open Space Strategy (BCC, 2007) outlines all the significant factors 
and defines the sustainability and survival of the sub-tropical city in terms of biodiversity, landscape and 
recreation - this view however is largely in reaction to population growth and urban consolidation and 
currently provides no clear direction or definitive future city plan.  
 

The Sedimentary City project undertakes a mapping process with the question: ‘Exactly where in the 
Subtropical City are greenspaces that sustain its survival and its identity?’   
 

Although we have found no clear data for answers to this question an approximate figure and distribution of 
greenspace in the city can be gauged from figures given by the Brisbane City Council (BCC, 2009) for the city’s 
tree cover, which is approximately forty five percent.  Twenty seven percent of this amount however is 
accounted for in residential suburban areas of which 70% includes the trees and gardens of the suburban house 
that are increasingly put at risk by the trend to maximize building area and rezoning for dual or multiple 
occupancy.  The remaining 30% includes street tree planting and public open space, which along with parts of 
the remaining 18% of tree cover in the city (of which no clear location is given) are considerable areas of what 



BCC terms ‘organized greenspace’, in contrast to ‘unstructured greenspace’, (BCC, 2007), all with areas of 
other inherent limitations or restricted access and all vulnerable to future loss. 
 
With this in mind, we begin a process of mapping-analysis with regard to the city’s greenspace within our 
selected frame of the city.  Firstly we map where and what the perceived extent of the city’s green space might 
be. (See Fig. 2)  
 
We then map the city’s essential greenspace by discounting all areas that are: not publically owned; ‘structured’ 
or otherwise limited such as cemeteries etc; leasable such as sports ovals; marginal zones like street trees etc – 
in order to discover where and how much of this greenspace there is left. This reveals a map of today’s city 
and its public, ‘unstructured’ greenspace – treed places freely available to the citizen city - a map of severed 
fragments of green space, visually and physically discontinuous in the city and unconnected to the wider ecology 
of the natural environment.  
(See Fig.3) 
 
The Sedimentary City process now looks to the future - mapping layer by layer - as we imagine the outcome of 
today’s city plan - a plan driven by expectations of absorbing increasing populations to be interconnected by 
communications and mobility networks converging on the central business district.  In our Contemporary City, 
unlimited heights are proposed for development in the central city core and tall buildings line up along 
suburban railway lines and along riverbanks where they overshadow the river and adjacent parkland.  The city 
consolidates, in-fills, increases its building stock and expands its infrastructure.  Taller buildings and larger 
footprints block views, overshadow marginal ground and squeeze out large trees further diminishing the 
remaining fragments of the city’s green space: ‘Where will future citizens find respite from city fatigue?’  
 
The consequences of diminishing greenspace in the city include the further loss of trees, loss of biodiversity, 
loss of citizen wellbeing and health, loss of capacity to respond to more extreme weather events, loss of shade, 
loss of amenity and loss of the sub-tropical city.  Gone is the continuity of greenspace supporting the ecology 
of the natural environments, gone are the urban forests that that once linked the city to its wider setting and 
surrounding ranges.  
In light of the diminishing natural environment and long-term climate forecasts: ‘How will the future city 
maintain environmental security and amenity for its citizens?’  
 
We conclude this first part of the Sedimentary City process with the imagined “Envisioning One”  
Transformed, today’s City of Subtropical Gardens has become the Concrete Jungle of the future, where, 
alternating with extreme weather cycles, it emerges from time to time as Inferno City or Flood City. 
 
In future El Nino years we imagine a scorched and radiant city layer where the vanquished subtropical jungle 
has fully given way to the triumphant concrete jungle where citizen of the future inhabit the Inferno City. 
 
In future El Ninja years we imagine storms which lash the city with frequent tropical downpours causing intense 
overland flows, creating river flooding contributing - with storm tide flooding - to cause disaster.  (Newman, 
2008) Emerging during the long El Ninja era is Flood City where engineering and planning policies have covered 
the earth with flow path obstructions, concentrated building clusters, rail embankments, bridges, tunnels and 
networks of pipes enclosing the remaining waterways of the city. 
 
Envisioning One presents us with a nightmare image - the current, unfolding scenario – for which we seek an 
alternative outcome through the next cycle of the Sedimentary City process. 
 

 ‘Sedimentary City: Envisioning 2’ 
 

The Sedimentary City project now switches from the future Inferno City layer to uncover the earliest layers of 
the past - for a recovery of origins and to set directions for mapping towards an alternative, future city. 
The process for Envisioning Two is one of finding the nature of the First City, by analyzing and editing the 
earliest known survey maps of the area made between 1823 – 61 to reveal, in each one, its underlying 
palimpsest. (See Fig.4, 8-12) 
 
The maps represent the city at various scales and are analyzed in various, selected frames so as to understand 
the wider context of the city, and the focus area as set out in ‘Envisioning One’. (See Fig 4-12)  What we end 
up with is a provisional map of the First City which is constructed from these palimpsests and supplemented by 
details from the surveyors’ field books, diaries and other historical texts. 
 



Each palimpsest is revealed, as a hidden layer, after erasing the overlaid, excess data on the surveyors’ maps.  
These, and other historical data, record the underlying land and its original inhabitation, particularly its 
mountains, waterways, trees and interconnecting networks of constructed pathways and monuments. 
 
The mapping analysis begins with a survey map of the Moreton District titled ‘Skirmish Pt. to Cape Byron’. (See 
Fig.4)  
Like most maps, its content is cumulative and its line-work is purposeful and, in this case, incorporating data 
from Cook and Flinders.  It records the nautical measurements, the geographic features and given names of the 
land pertinent to ‘discovery’ – to arriving by ship and selecting a site in the Moreton Region for a new prison 
colony.   
 
The process of mapping analysis continues by erasing Stirling’s nautical data, and excess text, from his 
monochrome map to reveal the palimpsest map beneath with geographical outlines of coastal areas and 
mountains. Records reveal that place itself was far from monotone.  Stirling’s mapping of the region took place 
during the heat of December 1823 in a colourful, subtropical land that was home to some 5,000 inhabitants.  
(Hall, 1990)  These inhabitants had long ago named the mountains that for these peoples were not only 
landmarks for way finding and lookouts but were also their monuments with long held cultural meaning.  
(Petrie, 1990) 
Aboriginal place naming is often contested as these derive from different spoken languages and any meaning 
ascribed to the written names is open to misinterpretation.  (Dann, 1990)  However, to construct a provisional 
map of the First City all nautical data and all English names are scratched from Stirling’s map to uncover the 
palimpsest map with its land and mountains and its restored original names. (See fig.5) 
 
The process of detailed analysis continues with a study of the maps, field notes and other historical texts in 
order to discover more of the First City, and to find, in the palimpsest, traces of its citizens’ pathways that 
emerge as an extensive traffic system interlinked with the networks of ridges, waterways, vegetation and 
constructed monuments.  
During the September 1824 expedition, to survey the Brisbane River, Oxley, Cunningham and Butler camped 
at the mouths of the creeks - including Breakfast Creek where they ate their morning meal and gave the place 
its English name.  Their survey of the river draws in numerous creek outlets and the lay of the land along both 
sides of the riverbank.  Erased of excess data, the 1823-24, survey map reveals its underlying palimpsest.  With 
the palimpsest map and other data there emerges a picture of the wider watershed – a landscape of ridges, 
gullies, swamps and creeks with their outlets punctuating the riverbank in the First City.  Continuing the 
Sedimentary City process - maps of the First City’s network of pathways are laid over maps of its watershed 
presenting a complex inter-relationship, between habitation and the land (mountains, ridges, gullies and plains) 
and the water (bay, river, creeks, swamps and lagoons). (Steele, 1984) 
 
During Oxley’s first visit in December 1823, Lt. Stirling surveyed the river and made notes about the 
characteristics of the land on both sides of the river for its potential utility and profit.  The land is variously 
described on the map as – ‘open, treed, hills - stony but well covered with grass, rich flats of land, gentle hills 
and valleys, fine open country, rich flats, good timber, fine land, open hilly country, fine timber’ and ‘fine open 
grazing country’.  On his second trip Oxley, with Cunningham and Lt Butler, explored the upper reaches of the 
Brisbane River from the 17th to 28th September1824 - continuing the 1823 survey from Prior’s Pocket.  Oxley 
and Cunningham also made a tree survey in September in1824 (Steele, 130-149).  During this trip they also 
made notes about trees and whilst trees along the river were regarded as magnificent, they were also eyed for 
their economic value – as a valuable resource for building and for masts of ships. (Steele, 130-149)   
 
Palimpsest maps of the First City emerge after erasing excess data from survey maps by Stirlng (‘Skirmish Pt. to 
Cape Byron’1823-24) and Lockyer (c.1825 ‘Brisbane River’).  These maps, together with other historical data, 
reveal the First City’s extensive forests on both sides of the river and along the creeks.  These abundant forests 
were filled with a variety of plants such as vines, staghorns and orchids and supported the world of birds, 
insects and animals such as the koala, possum and kangaroo.  This rich forest ecology also underpinned much of 
the economic, technological, cultural and spiritual life of its citizens. 
 
The provisional First City map is being assembled through a process of drawing-in recorded elements of its 
topography – the land with its mountains, ridges, waterways and forest cover.  The assemblage incorporates 
the citizens’ inhabitation with place naming, marking pathways and locating major monuments constructed in 
the First City such as those marking civic ceremonies and memorials to the dead. 
 
Field books for the October1824 survey of the Moreton Bay contain sketches, thought to be by surveyor 
Robert Hoddle, of earth circles (a bora ground, possibly the one located at Redcliffe), comprising a large and a 
small ring or circular arena connected by a wide ceremonial pathway.  (Steele, In the smaller ring of the Hoddle 



sketch, are shown two felled trees – mounted upside-down and decorated.  There were 120 earth circle sites 
estimated to have existed in the Moreton Region.  (Hall, 1990) 
These ceremonial tree structures and earth circles together with memorials such as the arborglyphs, which 
record both a death and the place of death by scaring a nearby tree truck with the tribal scars of the body of 
the deceased are among the many monuments constructed in the First City. 
 
Bora grounds were typically located near sources of plentiful food and water to sustain hundreds of people 
attending the ceremonies for periods up to three or four weeks (Petrie 42) so that sites were often selected 
near the shoreline of the bay or by a river or creek.  With the locations of camps and meeting grounds sited in 
landscapes of water and food the linking pathways throughout the region are closely interrelated with the land 
and waterscapes of the First City.  
 
 

 ‘Sedimentary City – Envisioning Three’  
 
Envisioning Two presents us with a map of the ‘First City’– a palimpsest.  Uncovering this first layer by 
processes of erasure, or by peeling away layers or by selectively removing fragments from maps of later cities 
and by processes of addition, by revealing lost elements through descriptions of the ‘First City’ in texts and 
manuscripts, we have come to construct a provisional map of layer one.   
 
This First City map provides a basis for reflecting spatially and temporally on creating an alternative future layer 
of Sedimentary City as Envisioning Three. Reviewing the map we discover that the landscape of the First City 
also floods from time to time, and that the floodplain is periodically modified in a cycle, oscillating from periods 
of dry and drought to wet and flood and recreated as another landscape.  In each recreation the floodplain, 
along with its network of feeder creeks, provided its citizens with amenity and resources to support a rich 
culture and its citizens understood how to exist in balance with this network and its cycles. 
 
Now, through the Sedimentary City process, with a fast-forward layering, we can look from the First City map 
to the map of the forecast Inferno City from Envisioning One to see that we need an alternative to both of 
these. 
 
Envisioning Three then, sets out to propose directions for an alternative future layer for the sub-tropical 
Sedimentary City. 
Returning to look at the provisional maps, of First City and Inferno City, there is, dominant in both, the 
common bold figure of the flooded river, a powerful symbol – an emblem watermarked across each map. 
It is this emblem – the footprint of the floodplain with its contributing creeks and watershed that triggers the 
process of revealing through city layers, the steps towards implementing the next layer - tomorrow’s city. 
Beginning with the contemporary city we reveal today’s city layer in flood. (See Fig. 13)  
Forecasts predict more extreme weather patterns in the future, extreme flood events are predicted when 
heavy, continuous rainfall will cause river levels to rise and local surface water to concentrate in low laying land.   
Damage from floodwater will be amplified in areas with hard impervious surfaces - and intensified where water 
flow is dammed by barriers, increasing the speed, and altering the direction of floodwaters.  Furthermore, in 
extreme circumstances, the co-incidence of sea level rise combined with a high tide and storm surge is forecast 
to further increase flood heights. 
 
To avoid the flood plain, the ‘Second City’ of Brisbane was founded on high ground and flood-prone land 
remained undeveloped in many areas. In these early layers the human footprint was more independent of the 
floodplain, the floodplain being a natural environment as a distinct, continuous and absorbent watershed. 
 
By contrast, a review of the present city layer reveals that the footprint of the once-green floodplain is now 
largely transformed by an overburden of buildings and infrastructure predominantly for economic gain.  (See 
Fig.14) 
This is a transformation made possible by engineering works undertaken to bury the creeks in pipes, drain the 
swamps, to cut and fill, construct earthen levees and seal in the earth with hard surface materials – and in each 
undertakind reducing the efficiency of the city’s watershed and by piping the creeks – thereby restricting and 
removing one of the key landscape elements within the city’s ecology. ( See Fig .15) 
 
With the Sedimentary City process we return to the first layer to review the floodplain of the First City to find 
what has been lost along the way and to consider its reinstatement.  This way of layering the city demonstrates 
the First and the Contemporary city in terms of Grumbach’s “La Ville sur La Ville”  - city on city (Grumbach, 
1998), and identifies the direction we would adopt for “survival – [and] implementing tomorrows city”.   
 



We reintroduce and adapt elements from the First City, for their contribution to the next layer of the city – a 
city forecast for an infinitely growing population. In this future City its citizens live at a new existenz-minimum 
in a sustainable equilibrium with the environment.  This redistribution governs the spread of density and degree 
of consolidation on the land between the mountains and the floodplain, assuring the long-term survival of the 
city’s natural environment and, with this, securing the physical and metaphysical wellbeing of the citizenry. 
 
Returning to the floodplain we begin the process of editing (adding / subtracting) by re-introducing, over time, 
the network of creeks discovered in mapping the First City, reinstating / re-engineering them for future 
environmental gain.  Pipes are cracked open to daylight the creeks, the network of gullies and creeks reconnect 
the mountains and ridges of the City to its wide serpentine river.   
The creeks and its watershed are re-formed and reunited with their landscapes of swamps and ponds so 
significant and integral to the efficiencies of flood and drought dynamics for the well-being of the City’s 
landscape ecology – as Turpin writes in the Clear Paddock Creek project, where “(This)… engineering 
expediency (has) undermined the complexity of fragile ecosystems and made urban stormwater the major 
pollutant of our waterways and oceans.  By contrast, natural creek systems sustain biological diversity and 
wildlife habitat and are superior managers of quantity and quality of urban stormwater “. (Turpin in Johnson, 
2004) 
 
Pathways from the First City layer are reinstated.  Citizens in the consolidated City find themselves within easy 
reach of creek-side pathways leading downhill to the riverbank or uphill to ridge lookouts and further on up to 
mountain forests and wilderness for moments of solitude and respite from city life. 
Trees from the First City layer are selectively reinstated for suitability in dry and wet conditions to fill the 
floodplain creating forests in the future City.  Forests cool the city, absorb toxins, offer sustaining habitat, bear 
fruit, bring visual amenity and re-establish the experience of living in the subtropical landscape. 
 
The floodplain landscapes with their mountain/ridge backdrops form a consolidated city green space of a scale 
to offset the intensity of future urban consolidation.  The future city layer would retain existing pocket parks 
and many structured green spaces would be shared, re-evaluated or liberated (for food, fibre and water or like) 
when sporting fields are reassessed in terms of their environmental impact and re-housed accordingly.  
Presenting envisioned, alternative futures for the city has hinged on the idea of restoring its beauty, safety and 
amenity through the natural environment.  Citizens of Inferno City have lost sight of their Subtropical City.  
Citizens of the First City are looking for their Subtropical City and the citizens of the alternative future city can 
only regain the Subtropical City through vigilance. 
 
 
‘Sedimentary City’: Conclusion 
 
In conclusion, Italo Calvino’s “Invisible Cities” ends with a dialogue between Marco Polo - the inventive 
storyteller - and the Great Kublai Kahn, Emperor of the Tartars, who enquires about cities of the future:  
 
“You, who go about exploring and see signs, can tell me toward which of these futures the favouring winds are 
driving us.”  
The Great Kahn scanning his atlas, first for maps of promised lands such as “… New Atlantis, Utopia, the City 
of the Sun, Oceana, Tamoe, New Harmony, New Lanark, Icaria” and then turning to “… the cities that menace 
in nightmares and maledictions: (such as) Enoch, Babylon, Yahooland, Butua, Brave New World.” …finally he   
exclaims: 
 “It is all useless, if the last landing place can only be the infernal city, and it is there that, in ever-narrowing 
circles, the current is drawing us.” 
 
Marco Polo replies with the words: ”The inferno of the living is not something that will be; if there is one, it is 
what is already here, the inferno where we live every day, that we form by being together.   
There are two ways to escape suffering it.  The first is easy for many: accept the inferno and become such a 
part of it that you can no longer see it.   
The second is risky and demands constant vigilance and apprehension: seek and learn to recognize who and 
what, in the midst of the inferno are not inferno, then make them endure, give them space.” 
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Illustrations:  Note: These illustrations only represent a selection of the conference power point presentation.  
They do not include the three creative images Envisioning One, Two and Three. 

 

Fig.1. Aerial Photograph, Brisbane ebimap BCC 2007. The focus area used for the sedimentary city study of Brisbane.  

 
Fig.2. Modified Aerial Photograph, Brisbane ebimap BCC 2007. A perception of green space within Brisbane. This image maps 

public owned ‘structured and unstructured’ open space, public owned leasable open space, private owned corporate space, 

private low rise and character residential. 

 
Fig.3. Aerial Photograph, Brisbane ebimap BCC 2007. Unstructured and unrestricted green space in the city of Brisbane. 

 



 

 

Fig.4. ‘Skirmish Point to Cape Byron’, QSA Item 714407  

(c.1823-24 drawn by Lt. Robert Stirling, assistant to the Surveyor General John Oxley)  

 

This map delineates the coastline, and incorporates nautical measurements, sketched elevations of mountains and key landmarks 

easily spotted from sea, for orientation.  The map on the left represents the original and on the right aspects have been enhanced 

for clarification. A ship would arrive from the open Coral Sea though a gap between sand islands into the large bay and progress 

slowly up the wide serpentine river – a dramatic arrival sequence choreographed by the landscape. Stirling’s map includes plans of 

distinctive mountains including Mt. Warning and a profile of a group of mountains marked as the Glass Houses given these English 

names by James Cook when he sailed along the east coast of Australia in 1770.  The hills north of the river are named the 

Glenmorisson Range.  On the map there are also English names for Pt. Skirmish, Pumice Stone River and Redcliffe Point and 

most of the islands in Moreton Bay are given English names by Matthew Flinders.  During the 1823 survey, on Wednesday 22 

September, “when the weather was very warm and sultry” and ”during a period of extreme drought” (Steele p141), Oxley and 

Lt. Butler climbed Mt. Crosby 600ft, to take bearings of other mountains. 

 

 
Fig.5.  Palimpsest map base with overlay of ‘Skirmish Point to Cape Byron’, c,1823-24 Lt. Stirling, QSA Item 714407 



 
Fig.6.  Palimpsest map base - Moreton Bay frame from Skirmish Point to Cape Byron, c,1823-24 Lt. Stirling, QSA Item 714407 

 

 

 
Fig.7.  Palimpsest map base – Brisbane River frame from Skirmish Point to Cape Byron, c,1823-24 Lt. Stirling, QSA Item 714407 

 

 

 
Fig.8.  Palimpsest map base– Brisbane City frame from Skirmish Point to Cape Byron, c,1823-24 Lt. Stirling, QSA Item 714407 



 
Fig.9. Map of the Environs of Brisbane Town situate in the County of Stanley by Surveyor Henry Wade 1844.  QSA Item 714302 

 
Fig.10. Plan of small allotments in the Western Suburbs of Brisbane, County of Stanley. James Warner Surveyor 1850. QLD 

Museum of Lands Mapping and Surveying DNRW Item B1234.14 

 

Fig.11. Plan of Portions 203-257 in the Environs of Brisbane, Parish of Enogerra, County of Stanley, NSW. 1859 QSA Item 62065 



 

 

Fig.12. Brisbane City Environs, in Sheets No.1 by James Warner 1861. QSA Item 634483



 

 

Fig.13.  Modified BCC 2009 ebimap layers. Contemporary City of Brisbane with 100 year Floodplain 

 

 

 

Fig.14. Modified BCC 2009 ebimap layers. Contemporary City of Brisbane highlighting area with in 100 year Floodplain 

 

 

 

Fig.15. Modified BCC 2009 ebimap layers.  Contemporary City of Brisbane - Floodplain with Piped Creeks 

 


